AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

(Currently Amended) An on-line financial information service system based on a 
distributed system architecture, comprising: 

at lea st on e f i nanc i a l i nformat i on a first server for processing financial 
information requests; 

an i d e nt i f i cat i on a name for said f i nanc i a l i nformat i on first server; 

at le ast on e data s e rv e r a second server for processing requests for data 
from said f i nancia l informat i on first serve r for processing financial information 
requests ; 

an electronic financial information request from a client; 

at l e ast on e id e ntif i cat i on a third server for processing said electronic 
financial information request from said client by locating said f i nancia l i nformat i on 
first server, in accordance with said name for said first f i nancia l i nformat i on server 
id e nt i f i cat i on ; and 

a communic a tion li nk b e tw ee n said c lie nt and financial data obtained from 
said f i nanc i a l i nformat i on first server associated with said f i nanc i a l i nformation first 
server i d e nt i f i cat i on name and transferred to said client for presentation to a user . 
(Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 wherein said i d e ntif i cat i on i s a nam e 
for sa i d f i nanci al i nformation s e rv e r third server is accessible via a web server , 
(Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 wherein said client is selected from 
the group consisting of personal computer applications, web browsers, text- 
terminals, and voice telephony applications and said f i nanc i a l i nformation s e rv e r 
commun i c a t e i n a ccordanc e w i th a b i n a ry i nt e rf a c e. 
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(Currently Amended) The system of claim 3 wherein said communicat i on li nk 

b e tw ee n said c lie nt and sa i d f i nanc i al i nformat i on first server is d e t e rm i n e d i n 

accordanc e with sa i d b i n a ry i nt e rfac e a financial object server . 

(Currently Amended) A system for interfacing a client to one of a plurality of 

financia l i nformat i on servers for processing financial information requests , 

comprising: 

a name for each one of said plurality of f i n a ncia l informat i on servers for 
processing financial information requests ; 

a name server for storing pairs of said name and financ i a l informat i on 
server paifs for processing financial information reguests ; 

a financial information service request from said client; 

a f i rst communicat i on li nk b e tw ee n sa i d cli e nt and sa i d nam e s e rv e r for 



in said name server said-one of said plurality of f i nanc i a l i nformat i on servers to 
sa i d n a m e s e rv e r and for transf e rr i ng a l ocat i on for processing said financial 
information reguest sa i d f i nanc i a l i nformat i on s e rver assoc i at e d w i th s ai d nam e to 
s ai d c lie nt ; and 

a s e cond commun i cat i on li nk b e tw ee n said c lie nt a nd sa i d f i nanc i a l 
i nformat i on s e rv e r w i th sa i d l ocat i on financial data obtained from said server for 
processing said financial information reguest with said name and transferred to 
said client for presentation to a user . 

(Currently Amended) The system of claim 5 wherein said client is selected from 
the group consisting of personal computer applications, web browsers, text- 




a name associated with said financial information reguest f or locating 
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terminals, and voice telephony applications and sa i d f i nanci a l informat i on s e rv e r 
commun i cat e i n accordanc e with a b i nary i nt e rfac e. 

7. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 6 wherein said one of said plurality 
servers for processing said financial information request is a financial object 
server commun i cat i on li nk b e tw ee n sa i d c l ient a nd sa i d fin a nci al informat i on s e rv e r 
i s d e t e rm i n e d in accordanc e w i th said b i nary i nt e rfac e. 

8. (Currently Amended) A syst e m method for processing financial information 
requests, comprising the steps of: 

associating a name with each of a plurality of f i nanc i al informat i on servers 
for processing financial information requests ; 

storing in a name server said names associated with said servers and 
locations for said servers for processing financial information requests; 

generating a financial information request, said request generated by a 

client; 

transmitting said financial information request to a- said name server; 

looking up at said name server a location for one of said plurality of f i nanc i al 
i nformat i on servers for processing financial information reguests ; 

e stab li sh i ng a commun i cat i on li nk b e tw ee n sa i d cl ie nt and obtaining financial 
data from a f i nanc i a l information server for processing financial information 
reguests at said location; 

transferring said financial data to said client; and 

presenting said financial data to a user of said client . 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8 wherein the step of e stab li sh i ng a 
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communicat i on li nk compris e s th e stop of e stab l ish i ng a communication li nk i n 
accordanco w i th a b i nary interfac e b o twoon sa i d c lie nt and sa i d f i nanci al 
i nform a tion s e rv e r at said location obtaining financial data from a server for 
processing financial information requests comprises obtaining financial data from a 
data server in communication with said server for processing financial information 
reguests . 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8, wherein sa i d un i qu e i d e nt i f i cation 
i nc l ud e s a un i qu e name for e ach of sa i d financ i al i nformation s e rv e rs transmitting 
said financial information reguest to said name server comprises transmitting said 
financial information reguest to a web server . 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8, wherein sa i d uniqu e i d e ntif i cat i on 
i nc l ud e s a un i qu e addr e ss for e ach of sa i d f i nanc i a l i nformat i on s e rv e rs presenting 
said financial data to a user of said client comprises presenting said financial data 
in a client selected from the group consisting of personal computer applications, 
web browsers, text-terminals, and voice telephony applications . 

12. (Cancelled) A system for processing financial information requests, comprising: 

a plurality of financial information objects adapted for processing financial 
information requests; 

a plurality of clients, said clients adapted for communication with said 
plurality of financial information objects; 

a plurality of interfaces, each of said interfaces associated with at least one 
of said plurality of financial information objects; 

a plurality of names, each of said names associated with at least one of 
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said interfaces; 

a financial information request from one of said plurality of clients; 

a name of one of said plurality of names associated with said financial information 

request; 

a communication link between said client requesting said financial 
information and said financial information object associated with said name, said 
communication link established in accordance with the interface associated with 
said name and said financial information object. 

13. (Cancelled) The system of claim 13 wherein the interface is binary. 

14. (Cancelled) The system of claim 13 wherein said financial information objects are 
two or more selected from the group consisting of a bill pay object, a card object, 
and a checking object. 
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